
Rather than making our own products,
we take customer’s drawings and
make parts to their specifications.

Companies use us because they don’t
have the machines and knowledge
themselves, are too busy making

other parts or want to lower the risk
of slowing down production if say a

machine broke.

What is  Sub-Contract
Machinist?

What is a Precision Engineer?

There are very strong career prospects
at the moment. Over recent years there
have been a real lack of new engineers
entering the market and so these skills

are in demand. If you can learn to
programme, set and operate a machine

you will be able to attract a decent
wage in a secure sector.

You are interested in how things are
made, like getting your hands dirty

and want a challenging career where
you’ll have to think on your feet and
solve problems. You need to have an
eye for detail, good communication

skills, and a positive attitude. 

MACHINING

a quick guide to a career in...

Career prospects?

We take technical drawings
from our customers and make a

complete component. These
components are used in a

variety of different industries in
our everyday lives from

automobiles, to offshore oil rigs.
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You would enjoy a career
if..



The designer will have overriding
knowledge on what the end

application is (eg is this part going in a
plane, underwater etc) and be
responsible for researching,

developing and testing this design to
make sure it is fit for purpose. They
will produce a 3D drawing that will
make it easier to produce the part. 

With the design done, the company
need to get this component made and

so a purchaser will be in charge of
finding suitable suppliers. Not only are

they looking for the best prices but
want to ensure they will have effective,

regular deliveries that won’t be late.
They sent out the Designer’s technical

drawings to companies like us. 

Once we have got the drawings from a company, we
need to figure out how much we should charge to
make the component. To do this we factor in the

cost of material, the amount of process steps
(milling, turning, grinding) and the time it will take to

cut away a piece of metal until it becomes the
required component. The Estimator will also get

quotes from other providers for example platers and
painters to come up with an overall cost. 

Once the order is received
the Production Co-Ordinator
will be in charge of ensuring

it gets made in time. They
will map out the processes

the part will need to undergo
in order to be made and the
machines available to carry

out the jobs. This sounds
simple in theory, but there

will often be many different
parts for many different
customers all due in one

period and juggling them is
no easy feat. 

The Designer

The Purchaser

The Estimator

JOB ROLES

Production Co-Ordinator

Production Team

Production for a machinist falls into 3 main categories:
Milling, Turning and Grinding. A programmer will take the

data of what the end component needs to be like and feed it
into the machines which essentially cut away raw metals to

produce an end part. An operator’s job is to set up the
machine with the right tools for the job, monitor the machine

and may also take a job off to inspect it
throughout production. Being a machinist requires skills in
attention to detail and problem solving and figuring out the
best way in which to produce a component. All parts will be

subject to inspection before leaving the factory.


